Speech by H.E. Mr. Piyush Srivastava
Ambassador of India to the Kingdom of Bahrain
At valedictory function of Indo-Bahrain Dance & Music Festival
for AKAM Iconic Week
(10.06.2022 - 1930 hrs.)

Mr. Radhakrishna Pillai, President, Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam;
Senior Officers & Heads of Authorities of the Government of Bahrain;

Excellencies, Heads of Diplomatic Missions and Members of Diplomatic
Corp;

Distinguished members of Business community and other invited guests;
Representatives of Indian associations;

Dear Members of Indian community;

Friends from Media;

Ladies & Gentlemen,

Good evening to all of you!

It is an absolute pleasure for me to be a part of this valedictory function of
Indo-Bahrain Dance & Music festival held as part of Iconic week of Azadi Ka Amrut
Mahotsav celebration. We are here to witness the performance of renowned Sarod
Maestro of India, Ustad Amjad Ali Khan - the highlight of the mega cultural fiesta
organized by Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam in association with the Embassy of India
and Bahrain Authority for Culture & Antiquities.

2. I welcome Ustad Amjad Ali Khan and his team members to Bahrain. Ustad
Amjad Ali Khan, the “Sarod Samrat”, is well known name not only in India, but in
other parts of the world also. People across the world have enjoyed his mesmerising
performances. In recognition to his contribution to Indian classical music, the
Government of India has honoured him with the second-highest civilian award,
Padmavibhushan in 2001. We look forward to your performance Ustad ji.

3. It is a matter of great happiness that this festival has been a part of iconic
week celebrations of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, commemorating 75 years of India’s
Independence and also Golden Jubilee of establishment of Diplomatic Relations
between India and Kingdom of Bahrain. BKS has also completed 75 years of its
establishment in Bahrain.

4. The overwhelming participation of Indian as well as Bahraini community in
the Indo-Bahrain Music and Dance Festival is reflective of our deep cultural bonds
and close friendship between peoples of our two countries, dating back to
thousands of years.
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5. I thank Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam and Soorya, and all other organisations
and people whose dedication, tireless efforts and support led to successful
organization of this mega cultural festival. I also commend my team at the
Embassy for their hard work and coordination.

0. We are grateful for the support of Bahrain Authority for Culture & Antiquities
(BACA), without which holding this grand 10-day long cultural fiesta was not
possible.

7. Before concluding, I welcome all of you to this wonderful musical evening
with the Maestro, Ustad Amjad Ali Khan, and once again, place on record my

appreciation for the entire BKS team.

Thank you,
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